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IS    POLAND    LOST?

was accomplished in the year 1401 by the Treaty
of Krewo.

Hedwig was only fifteen years old at the time of
the marriage, but she was her husband's superior
in intellect, and it is certain that some of his most
important acts were carried out under her influence;
he yielded to her for the very human reason
that he was deeply in love with her. It was
under Jagello that the University of Cracow,
founded by Casimir the Great, but allowed
to decay, became one of the leading cultural
centres in Europe; even to-day it proudly
bears the designation *Jagellonian\ Unfortun-
ately, Hedwig died after only thirteen years of
happy marriage.

The original object of the marriage, close union
with Lithuania, could not be realized either in
her lifetime or later, by the Treaty of Krewo.
Jagello's relations gave a great deal of trouble, and
he was even obliged to recognize his brother
Witold, a man without qualifications as a ruler, as
co-regent of Lithuania. There were, it is true,
many emotional scenes of - fraternal affection
between Poles and Lithuanians, but it is clear that
the union between the two countries was essentially
of a dynastic character, and there was no merging
<Jf the two peoples.

At the same time, that state of affairs did
not prevent Jagello from carrying through the
Christianization of Lithuania. Also, as King of
Poland, he covered himself with martial glory by
the defeat of the Teutonic Knights.